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precisely the points which we ought to smooth down. The very
fact that we had succeeded, in some parts of the country, to
Musalman sovereigns should have made us more careful to
supply their exact place, and to continue their functions as
nearly as possible ; instead of passing a self-denying ordinance
to strip off the prerogative which every Mahomedan king exer-
cises as an attribute of lus rulership. "She who doth hold
the gorgeous ^East in fee," the English Queen, rules over more
Musalmans than does the Osmanli Sultan; our policy should
be to prove that we are proud of this great sovereignty, and
to lift up the heads of our Muslim fellow-subjects until they
also feet the pride of living under the most powerful monarch
in Asia.

But to go further into this complicated discussion would
require much more space than is here available. The object
of this chapter has been to give some account of the oscil-
lations during tlie present century of our religious policy in
India, and to point out certain misunderstandings which seem
to have been at the bottom of our attempts to apply very
modern European principles to the adjustment of our relations
with Asiatic institutions. At first we were over careful to con-
ciliate native prejudices by showing official respect and defe-
rence to rites and ceremonies of a nature largely repugnant
to European habits of thought on such matters; and we were
far too anxious to prove that we had no notion of giving
umbrage to powerful creeds by favouring Christianity, which
had no political importance* This overshot the mark, and natu-
rally displeased European opinion; so we gave way to a strong
reaction, and at one time we borrowed from the religious
polities of Great Britain to an extent which laid us open to
complaints that the English Government, in its endeavour to
assume an impartial and irresponsible attitude toward all
religions, had not sufficiently regarded the material interests of
the native creeds and rituals, or their prescriptive claims upon
the ruler, whoever he may be, of their country. And if the
Indian people, as a body, hold that the Indian Government
should not dissociate itself entirely from the superintend-
ence of their religious establishments and endowments, it is